
PRESCOTT FAMILY SILHOUETTE 
 

Reuben Swain Prescott,* (Father, standing left)) third child of Josiah Prescott and 

Judith Swain of Northwood, New Hampshire, born Nov. 18, 1805; married Oct. 27 

1830. 

  Mr. Prescott is very deservedly numbered among the self-made men of our 

country, and one of the most useful and worthy of our citizens.  His early advantages 

for and education must have been extremely limited, for we find him leaving his 

paternal roof in Northward, at the age of 13 (1818), and entering a store at Extern, 

NH, where he remained as assistant and clerk until the summer of 1826, in his 21st 

year, when he went to the State of Maine.  In 1827 he established himself at Exeter, 

Me., where he remained until 1833, when he located at Bangor, where he still, 1869, 

resides.  While at Exeter he was clerk of the town, and for two years he was elected 

to represent the Exeter district in the Maine Legislature.  Since his removal to Bangor 

he has been assistant clerk of the House of Representatives, recorder of the Bangor 

Municipal Court for five years; has been for many years and now is assessor of taxes 

for the city of Bangor, assistant land agent of the of the State of Maine, public 

administrator for the county of Penobscot, and Commissioner on the State 

Validation in 1859 and 1860.  His main occupation is and has been an auctioneer 

and commission merchant, in which he has been successful. 

Mr. Prescott has been more especially distinguished for his knowledge and sound judgment of the value of 

property, particularly real estate.  He is said to have appraised more real estate and personal property than any other 

twenty men in Penobscot county.  The probate records, for twenty-five years past, show his name as an appraiser of 

nearly all the large estates of persons deceased in Bangor and vicinity.  Beside his extensive business in Bangor, he has 

frequently been called to Portland, Augusta, Rockland, Saco, and many other large towns and cities to appraise the 

furniture of hotels, selling out, and other property.  All people have confidence in his judgment, which is considered 

final. 

 Mr. Prescott is such a decided opponent of litigation, that he has, voluntarily, without renumeration, spent much 

valuable time in persuading relatives and neighbors to settle suits already commenced, and others that were 

threatened; and in many instances he has had the satisfaction of accomplishing his object, and saved much money to 

both parties that otherwise would have been expended in the law.  Such men are public benefactors and should be 

appreciated. 

 

Mary B. Leavitt, (Mother, seated second from left) of Bangor, Maine, born 1806 and died Nov. 21, 1868 

 

Children in the silhouette and their descendants: 

1. Caroline Augusta, (child, sixth from the left) born at Exeter, Maine Feb. 23, 1832; married May 17,1865 Rev. Sheridan 

Zelie, a Congregational clergyman, born about 1829.  They went to California under the patronage of the Home 

Missionary Society, and at the request of the board of directors, and served two years at Moklemore Hill, then one year 

at Santa Cruz, thence to Redwood City, twenty-five miles from San Francisco, and returned home to Maine in 1861-2; 

four children 
a. Kate Carleton, born Nov. 30, 1857; married A. Stetson and had three children. 

b. Mary Prescott, born July 3, 1860; married Clarence Spalding Sargent and had five children; Constance M., Elizabeth M., Lawrence 

R., Philip C. and Theodore S. 

c. John Sheridan, twins, born at Princeton, Mass, May 6, 1866; married Henrietta Shapleigh Campbell, Cherryfield, Maine, 1891 and 

had two children Frances Campbell and John Sheridan. 

d. Cara May, twins, born at Princeton, Mass, May 6, 1866; married James North Stanley and moved to Brookline, Mass and had five 

children. 

 

2. James Swain, (child, seventh from the left) born at Exeter, Maine April 16, 1833.  He left for Australia in 1853, was in 

Calcutta in 1862, in China in 1864, and in Northern Australia in 1869. 

3. Charles Carroll, (child, standing in the middle, fourth from left) born at Bangor, Maine, Jan. 26, 1836; married Aug. 17, 

1865, Sarah E. Egery; one child, Edith Mary, born May 26, 1867. 

4. Mary Elizabeth, (child, with rose, fifth from left) born at Bangor, Maine, Feb. 1, 1838; married Jan. 30, 1868, Charles C. 

Sargent of New York city; one child, Grace Lilian, born at Elizabeth, N.J., Nov.16,1868 

5. Harriet Ann, (infant, seated on mother’s lap) born at Bangor, Maine, July 31, 1844, died Nov.3, 1846.  This date sets the 

date of the silhouette to be about 1845. 

 
* The text material is from The Prescott Memorial or a Genealogical Memoir of the Prescott Families in America, By William 

Prescott, M.D., Henry W. Dutton, Boston, Mass., 1870 

 

 



 
 

  



 


